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New situations require fresh thinking. A few of us — Yamini Aiyar, Sunil Khilnani, Prakash Menon, Nitin 

Pai, Ajit Ranade, Srinath Raghavan, and Shyam Saran — some of whom were authors a decade ago of Non-

Alignment 2.0, were prompted by the tectonic shifts in India’s internal and external environment to take another 

look at India’s path to power in a world between orders. The outcome of our conversations is a discussion paper 

hosted on the Centre for Policy Research and Takshashila Institute websites called India’s Path to Power; Strategy 

in a World Adrift. It is our hope that we will receive comments, suggestions and criticism of the paper and that it 

will contribute to the national debate on our country’s course. 

 

Many power centres 

The world is today adrift. We are neither in a bipolar Cold War nor in a multipolar world, though perhaps 

tending towards a world of several power centres. We are in a world between orders. The lack of a coherent 

international response to the COVID-19 pandemic is proof of an absence of international order and of the 

ineffectiveness of multilateral institutions. So is the ineffective international response to climate change and other 

transnational threats. 

Secular stagnation in the global and Indian economies and a retreat from globalisation, the regionalisation 

of trade, a shifting balance of power, the rise of China and others, and structural China-United States strategic 

rivalry have shifted the geopolitical and economic centres of gravity from the Atlantic to Asia. Inequality between 

and within states has bred a narrow nationalism and parochialism. We are entering a new polarised information 

age, and face ecological crises of the Anthropocene, making climate change an existential threat. The COVID-19 

pandemic has accelerated some of these changes and transformed others. All in all, we can no longer take the 

success of our development model for granted. 

 

Asia as the nucleus 

Over the next decade we expect Asia to remain the cockpit of geopolitical rivalries, and that the U.S. 

remains the most formidable power, though its relative power is declining. China sees a window of opportunity but 

acts in a hurry, suggesting that she believes that window may close or is already closing due to pushback from the 

West and others. China’s crowded geography constrains her both on land and at sea. We see a slim prospect of 

Chinese hegemony in Asia, but expect her profile and power to continue expanding, particularly in our periphery. 

The result is likely continued friction, some cooperation, and quasi-adversarial relations between India and China, 

which others will take advantage of. As neighbours and in the present situation, a mix of confrontation and 

cooperation is likely to continue to mark India’s relations with China. 

Overall, we do not expect conventional conflict between the great powers in Asia, though other forms 

and levels of violence and contention in the international system will rise, with Taiwan a special case. 

 

Challenges, opportunities 

The uncertainty and changing geopolitical environment clearly pose considerable challenges to Indian policy but 

also throw up certain opportunities, enhancing our strategic options and diplomatic space, if we adjust policies 

internally and externally, particularly in the subcontinent. Increasing security congruence with the U.S. could 

enable growing cooperation in fields significant for India’s transformation: energy, trade, investment, education 

and health. Other areas in which India and the U.S. could increase cooperation are: climate change and energy, on 

tech solutions for renewable energy, and on digital cooperation. Several middle powers are now India’s natural 

partners. There is also an increasing possibility of working with partners in the developing world building broader 

coalitions on issues of common interest. This time of transition between orders is also when new standards and 

norms are being developed, particularly in the digital space. India can and must be present at the creation. There 

are opportunities in other domains as well. At sea, the balance is today more favourable to us than before, possibly 

more so than on the continent. We suggest the creation of a Maritime Commission, a Bay of Bengal Initiative with 

partner countries, and increasing what we do with South East Asia in maritime security, cybersecurity and counter-

terrorism. We should aim for multipolarity in Asia. 

The way forward that we suggest is based on the core strategic principles in Non-Alignment 2.0 which are 

still relevant: independent judgement, developing our capacities, and creating an equitable and enabling 

international order for India’s transformation. Today’s situation makes India’s strategic autonomy all the more 

essential. 
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At the same time, we must adjust to changing circumstances. We have no choice but to engage with this 

uncertain and more volatile world. One productive way to do so would be through issue-based coalitions including 

different actors, depending on who has an interest and capability. 

 

Revive SAARC 

We also suggest initiatives to craft and reinvigorate regional institutions and processes in the 

neighbourhood, reviving the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) for instance. India could be 

the primary source of both prosperity and security in the neighbourhood — the subcontinent and the Indian Ocean 

Region. The over securitisation of policy towards our neighbours has driven trade underground, criminalised our 

borders, and enabled large-scale entry of Chinese goods destroying local industry in the northeast. While lessening 

dependence on China, and seeking external balancing, our primary effort has to concentrate on self-strengthening. 

If there is one country which in terms of its size, population, economic potential, scientific and technological 

capabilities can match or even surpass China, it is India. 

 

Self-strength is key 

Our paper also suggests several steps that we can take in India to ensure that India’s role and influence 

abroad continue to serve the task of transforming India. Economic policy must match political and strategic 

engagement. Globalisation has been central to India’s growth. A more active regional and international role for 

India is incompatible with a position on the margins of the global economy. Self-reliance in today’s world and 

technologies can only be realised as part of the global economy. We should not imitate China’s claims to being a 

civilisational state and its adoption of victimhood. Instead we should affirm our own strength and historic national 

identity. 

In sum, we see self-strengthening as an absolutely essential precondition as also safeguarding the 

foundational sources of India’s international influence. We cannot separate our domestic trajectory from the 

external course we need to pursue to transform India into a strong, secure and prosperous country. 

 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to achieve 

a more expansive set of political, economic, and 

security interests). 

 adrift (adjective) – lost, off track, disoriented/ 

confused. 

 geopolitical (adjective) – relating to (the study of) 

the geographical factors (a country’s position on 

the earth, size, climate, and natural resources &, 

etc.) in world politics and inter-state relations. 

 gravity (noun) – seriousness, importance, 

significance, weightiness, weight. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 non-alignment (noun) – a term used for an 

international organization who do not want to 

officially align themselves with, or against, any 

major power bloc (group of countries). 

 Non-Alignment 2.0 (noun) – an attempt to identify 

the basic principles that should guide India’s foreign 

and strategic policy over the next decade. The 

views it sets out are rooted in the conviction that 

the success of India’s own internal development 

will depend decisively on how effectively we 

manage our global opportunities in order to 

maximize our choices—thereby enlarging our 

domestic options to the benefit of all Indians. 

 tectonic (adjective) – very important, significant, 

substantial/considerable, big/major (change/shift/ 

development that will have a strong, global impact 

all over the place. 

 host (verb) – store. 

 course (noun) – plan of action, course of action, 

method of working. 

 bipolar (adjective) – having two extremities. 

 the Cold War (noun) – The Cold War was a state of 

political and military tension after World War II 

between powers in the Western Bloc (the United 

States and a group of countries) and powers in the 

Eastern Bloc (the Soviet Union and a group of 

countries). 

 multipolar (adjective) – having many extremities. 

 perhaps (adverb) – maybe, possibly. 

 lack of (noun) – absence, unavailability. 

 coherent (adjective) – united, consolidated, joined, 

combined; logical, reasonable, rational. 

 world/international/global order (noun) – the 

arrangement of power and authority that provides 

the system for the conduct of diplomacy and world 

politics in relation to the entire world. 

 ineffectiveness (noun) – failure, inaction, 

inefficiency, powerlessness, uselessness. 
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 multilateral (adjective) – involving many different 

countries (in which all WTO member countries are 

party to the agreement). 

 transnational (adjective) – involving/relating to 

two/more countries. 

 secular (adjective) – continuing/happening over an 

unspecified long period of time. 

 stagnation (noun) – lack of activity/development. 

 retreat (noun) – withdrawal, pulling back, back 

down, U-turn, exit. 

 globalisation (noun) – the process of making the 

trade of goods and services equivalent in all 

nations. 

 regionalisation (noun) – it can be defined as 

intensification of intra-regional social and economic 

interactions. 

 balance of power (phrase) – stability in a system 

composed of a number of autonomous forces. 

Whenever the equilibrium is disturbed either by an 

outside force or by a change in one or the other 

elements composing the system, the system shows 

a tendency to re-establish either the original or a 

new equilibrium. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall goals. 

 rivalry (noun) – opposition, conflict, discord; vying, 

competition, contention. 

 inequality (noun) – Inequality is simply defined as 

“the state of not being equal, especially in status, 

rights and opportunities; imbalance, unevenness, 

disproportion, disparity. 

 breed (verb) – multiply, reproduce. 

 narrow (adjective) – narrow-minded, intolerant, 

illiberal, shortsighted, myopic, inward-looking. 

 parochialism (noun) – narrow-mindedness, 

localism, provincialism. 

 polarised (adjective) – separated into opposing 

two. 

 information age (noun) – digital age/computer age; 

a historical period that began in the mid-20th 

century, characterized by a rapid epochal shift from 

the traditional industry established by the Industrial 

Revolution to an economy primarily based upon 

information technology. 

 ecological (adjective) – environmental, natural. 

 anthropocene (noun) – a new period/epoch in 

which human’s collective activities dominate the 

planetary mechanism; the period of Earth’s history 

during which humans have a decisive influence on 

the state, dynamics and future of the Earth system. 

It is widely agreed that the Earth is currently in this 

state. 

 existential (adjective) – relating to existence. 

 accelerate (verb) – increase, escalate, expedite. 

 all in all (phrase) – all things considered, on the 

whole. 

 take for granted (phrase) – understand, assume, 

presume (something is true without cross-

questioning it); For example, if people take 

something for granted, they do not place much 

value on it. Or you believe it to be true, real or 

expected. 

 nucleus (noun) – centre, central part, most 

important part, heart, hub. 

 cockpit (noun) – a place where something (fight, 

conflict, etc.) happens. 

 formidable (adjective) – strong & powerful; 

demanding, challenging, exacting. 

 relative power (noun) – it means power that one 

person/entity/country has in relation to another 

person/ entity/country.  

 window of opportunity (phrase) – a short period of 

time in which one has a chance to do/achieve 

something; lucky chance, good time, golden 

opportunity, suitable time/moment, opportune 

occasion. 

 in a hurry (phrase) – in a rushed/quick/hurried 

manner. 

 window (noun) – opportunity, chance, opening. 

 pushback (noun) – resistance, opposition, force 

back, repulse drive. 

 the West (noun) – The Western world/civilization 

consisting of the majority of Europe & the North 

America. 

 constrain (verb) – restrict, limit, control, restrain. 

 slim (adjective) – very small. 

 prospect (noun) – chance, possibility. 

 hegemony (noun) – leadership, dominance, 

authority, control, power. 

 profile (noun) – the description of a 

person/organisation (that attracts public notice). 

 periphery (noun) – border, outer limits, perimeter, 

boundary. 

 likely (adverb) – probably, in all probability, 

presumably, doubtlessly.  

 friction (noun) – disagreement, disunity, conflict, 

dispute, argument. 

 quasi- (combining form) – supposed, seeming, 

alleged, ostensible, purported, nominal, so-called. 

 adversarial (adjective) – involving conflict or 

opposition. 

 take advantage of (phrase) – make use of, utilize, 

put to use, use, benefit from, capitalize on, draw 

on. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

4 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (21
st

-DECEMBER-2021) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 neighbour (noun) – a country that is next to 

another country; (bordering) country. 

 confrontation (noun) – clash, fight, conflict, tussle, 

encounter. 

 mark (verb) – indicate, signify, represent, denote. 

 conventional (adjective) – normal, regular, usual. 

 great power (noun) – a country that has a great 

international influence, resources, and military 

strength. 

 contention (noun) – disagreement, dispute, 

disputation, argument. 

 uncertainty (noun) – unpredictability, unreliability, 

riskiness/precariousness. 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause (a 

problem or danger or risk). 

 throw up (phrasal verb) – give up, abandon, 

relinquish. 

 diplomatic (adjective) – (delicate & sensitive) 

consular, foreign-policy. 

 congruence (noun) – compatibility, agreement, 

harmony. 

 clean energy (noun) – renewable energy, green 

energy; energy generated from natural resources 

(such as water, wind & solar energy). 

 possibility (noun) – chance, practicability, 

probability. 

 interest (noun) – concern, matter; 

benefit/advantage. 

 transition (noun) – change, transformation, 

adaptation, adjustment. 

 norm (noun) – standard, convention, rules of 

conduct. 

 at sea (phrase) – confused, perplexed, puzzled. 

 more so (phrase) – to a greater degree; to a greater 

extent.      

 maritime (adjective) – of or related to the sea. 

 cybersecurity (noun) – the protection of internet-

connected systems, including hardware, software, 

and data from cyber attacks. 

 counter-terrorism (noun) – anti-terrorism; actions 

taken to combat or prevent terrorism. 

 multipolarity (noun) – a state of having many 

extremities. 

 the way forward (phrase) – something (a plan/ 

action) that leads to success in the future. 

 equitable (adjective) – impartial, even-handed, 

unbiased, fair, reasonable. 

 autonomy (noun) – independence, freedom; self-

government, self-rule. 

 circumstances (noun) – situation, condition, 

context. 

 volatile (adjective) – unpredictable, changeable, 

uncertain, unreliable, turbulent. 

 actor (noun) – participants (in an action). 

 revive (verb) – restore, revitalize, renew. 

 craft (verb) – use/utilize skill in making something. 

 reinvigorate (verb) – revive, bring back; fortify, 

strengthen. 

 neighbourhood (noun) – (surrounding) area, 

region, country. 

 for instance (phrase) – as an example. 

 prosperity (noun) – success, welfare, comfort, 

security, well-being, fortune. 

 securitisation (noun) – preservation, protection. 

 underground (adverb) – into hiding, into seclusion, 

behind closed doors, out of sight. 

 criminalise (verb) – make something (an activity) 

illegal. 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 

regarding/concerning, in connection with. 

 surpass (verb) – outdo, outshine, outstrip, outclass, 

overshadow. 

 influence (noun) – power, authority, sway, 

leverage, weight. 

 engagement (noun) – participation, taking part, 

involvement. 

 incompatible (adjective) – inconsistent with, at 

odds with, differing from, at variance with, contrary 

to. 

 self-reliance (noun) – self-sufficiency, self-support, 

self-sustenance. 

 civilisational (adjective) – relating to civilisation 

(culture, customs, way of life). 

 victimhood (noun) – the state of being a victim. 

 affirm (verb) – uphold, ratify, validate, approve, 

endorse, consent to, assent to. 

 identity (noun) – individuality, character, 

originality. 

 in sum (phrase) – in short, briefly, in brief, to sum 

up, in a nutshell, to come to the point, in essence. 

 precondition (noun) – prerequisite, necessary 

condition, requirement, necessity, imperative. 

 trajectory (noun) – track/course, route, path, 

direction, approach. 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, take part in, 

take up (an activity). 

 prosperous (adjective) – flourishing, thriving, 

successful, burgeoning. 
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